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MY FRIENDS, 


AV IN G Lived'ſome years amongſt 
you, although never of you, I can- 
not be Indifferent about you, and 1 
ſhall be very Glad If 1 can be 
ſerviceable to you, eſpecially in the 
' Great Concern of your Soals and 
e Yet I ſhall not now trouble you with 
4 8 of 3 Arguments, which have = 
my 


8, 
ublickly propoſed to you by the Learned, and 
9 N Material of which, I think, you 


| have not hitherto given ſuch Clear, Subſtantial and 


Convincing, or Satis factory Anſwers, as might 

be Expetted from Men who Profeſs to be Spiri- 
tual, who Believe they are Endued with the Houy- 
"Gnosr, Who you ſay has , Taught you your 
Principles, your Dottrines, your Worſhip, &c. For 
were you truely Illuminated by Gop's Holy Sp 
RI T, He would not only, according to CHRIS T's 
Promiſe St. John xvi. 13. Guid you into all Truth, 
But Alſo, He would Afford you ſuch Sollide and 
Convincing Arguments; Reaſons and Vouchers, where- 


by to prove your Miſſion, Doctrines and Manner of 
Worſbip, as would leave all thoſe Inexcuſable, who 


do not Yield to the Demonſtration and Power of 
the SeikiT (according to i. Cor, II. 4. and Pet. 
I. 16.) thus manifeſted in you. | 


I Mosr Likewiſe Premiſe, That 1 know Two 
Sorts of Qzakers very Different in their Principles, 
although at preſent you are both in One Society, 


and of One Communion. The One, Such as do Be- 
lieve In Gop the Faruzsx, Son and Hol 


Gaosr, The Triane and Unitrine G 0D, or, Three Per- 
ſons, and Ons, GOD. The Other who are down- 
right Sorinian; who Believe That IBSuS Cunisr 
1s only Meer Man, Begotten of Joſeph, and Born 
of Mary, in the Common way of Mankind. If this 
be Denied I can Prove it. And theſe do ſay, That 
All your Acknowledged Founders were of this O- 


Pinion, and Call your Believing otherwiſe, who 


do not Joyn with them in this, A Departure from 


your Origizall, A Backſliding, &c. They, indeed, 
when Asked in General it they Believe the Creed; 
will ſay at firft, That they do, but when they 
are Asked more Particularly, What they Believe 
concerning JIESus CHRIS T, will tell you, That 
they Do not mean the Aas Chriſt, Him Who Dy- 
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ed. upon Mount Calvery, but only the Light with- 
in. Again, If you Ask them What they Un- 
derſtand, or Mean, by the Reſurrection, They will 
tell you, That they do not Mean A Keſurrection 
of the Body, but A Reſurrettion from Dead Mors: 
Although St. Paul ſays, i. Cor. XV. 13. But if there 
be no Reſurrection of the Dead then is not CHRISTA 
| Riſen. 14. And if CarisT be not Kiſen, then is our 
Preaching Vain, and your Faith is alſo Vain, &c. And. 
the reſt of that Chapter ſhews plainly, that it is 
A Reſurrection of the Body, he here Aﬀerts. Theſe, 
and ſuch Like Anſwers to theſe Queſtions, I my 
ſelf have heard ſeveral Quakers Give often times. 
NOW Theſe Socinian Quakers are not they to 
whom I Offer this Addreſs. 1 Leave them to 
Maintain theſe their Inconſiſtencies as well as they 
may, againſt the ſtrong Reaſonings and Solide Ar- 
guments of the Judicious, Learned and Excellent 
Authors who have formerly, and more Lately, moſt. 
Solidely Confuted that Abominable Herefie, both 
from Holy Writ, and the Concurring Teſtimony 
of the Early Fathers of the Chriſtian Church, during 
the eAra of the Chariſmata, while the Extraordi- 
nary Gifts of the Hory Grosr, where Viſible. - 
and Apparent in the Church, both amongſt the 
Clergy and Laity. And indeed the Current of All 
Antiquity, both Jewiſh and Cvriſtian, runs againſt 
them; For the Jews did of Old Expect the Same 
Mzss1an, whom we Chriſtians do know is already 
Come, A Mxss IAR, the Son of Gop, Born of 
A Virgin, according to Iſa. VII. 14. —- Behold. 
A Virgin ſhall Conceive, and Bear a Son, and ſhall 
call His Name lmManusL,, which is Gop with 
us. I take a Created God to be great Nonſenſe, 
and to Worſhip ſuch, if ſuch there were, or could 
poſſibly be, Direck and Proper Idolatry, which 
Cop Abhorreth, _ 593 a oe 


RO Oe — 


— ö 


8 
| ( 1 
IT Is to you My Friends, who Believe the 

Criſtian Creed in Its Original Genuine, Unpervert- 
ed Senſe, according to the Holy Scriptures, that 1 
now Apply my felf, and with a ſincere Deſign and 
Deſire to be Uſeful and ſerviceable to you. And 
therefore I earneſtly beſeech you to ſeparate your 
ſelves from theſe Soeinians whb Herd amongſt you; 

Come out from among them, and be ye ſeparate ſaith 
the L.oxp, and touch not the Unclean Thing; And 1 

will Receive you. And I will be a Father unto you 
and ye ſhall be my Sons and Daughters, ſaith the 
Loxp Almighty. 2. Cor: VI. 17, 18. J. LIL ii. 
If you allow thoſe to be in Communion with you, 

| who Deny Gop the Son, you cannot Expect that 

| Gop will be a FarhER unto you. Therefore 1 

| beſeech you ſeparate yourſelves from them, follow- 

yi A ing the Advice of the Evangelical Prophet Taiah, 

of the Holy Apoſtle Paul, and indeed in Obedi- 

ence to the Command of G 0p; leaft you be In- 
volved in their Sin, and be made Partakers of their 

Judgement. Conſider Pſalm L. 18, to the end, And 

Eph. V. 6. Let no Man Deceive you with vain Words : 
For, becauſe of theſe things comet h the Wrath of G op 
pon the Children of Diſobedience, (or Unbelief). And 

I Jim. V. 22... Neither be Thou Partaker of o- 

| rher Mens Sins, keep thy ſelf pare. And 2 St. John 

10. F there come any unto you, and bring not this 
| Doctrine, Receive him not into your Houſe, neither bid 
| hin Gop Speed. And the 5th verſe thews who 

Thoſe falſe Criſti ans, thoſe Prerended Chriſtians were, to 

| whom we muſt not be ſo much as Commonly 

| Civil. For many Deceivers are entered into the world, 
| . who confeſs not Ixsus Cunisr 5s come in the Fleſh. 
| Tisis 4 Deceiver, And by i Epiſt. IV. 2, 3. Theſe 
| Degeivers are mayed by the Antichriſtian Spirit. And 
by ver, 15. We cannot have Gop Dwelling in as 
and we in Gov, It we do not Confeſs that Ixsus 
j the Sos of Gop, This My Friends, I think: 
IF | 4 : ; f | 18 
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is Sufficient to Perſwade you to ſenarate from theſe 
Socinian Antichriſts, And I Pray you, Let not the 
Coincidence of the Stile of their Speech with yours, 
nor their Wearing the ſame Figure of Garments 
with you, nor their Coming into your Aſſemblies, and 
Pretending to Worſhip in the ſame Mamer with 
you, Deceive you into a good Opinion of their 
Hereticall Principles, or of Them, while they con- 
tinue to hold ſuch. But ſhew your Charity to 
them, by Praying for them, by endeavouring to 
Convince and Convert them, That GOD may Open 
their Eyes, and turn them from Darkneſs to Light, and from 
= the Power of Satan unto Go p, that they may receive 
| forgiveneſs of Sins, and Inheritance among them which 
are ſanctiſied by Faith in Jesus CHRIST. Accord- 
| ing to Acts XXVI. 18. And I Join with all who 
1 will Pray this Prayer for them. | 
5 THESE Things being Premiſed ; I come next 
to ſhew you what I propoſe to do in this Addreſs 
to you, which is only Two Things, Firſt, To In- 
form you of your Own Original, which I am ful- 
iy perſwaded, few of you now alive do Know. 
Secondly, To Reaſon with you even upon your 
ownP rin ciples, and from Nature, | 
THE Account which I am to give you of 
your Original, 1 had from the Learned Mr. Henry 
Dodwell, A Man of known Probity and Noted Ve- 
racity, Who told it me, and many more, as a 
a Truth, in Oxford above Thirty Years ago. 
It is this. 
Mr. DopwEII, was a big Boy at School, in 
the City af Tork, in the Year of our Loxpd 1650, - 
when your People made their firſt Appearance in 
the World. Soon after this you became very 
Numerous, and Increaſcd daily, and had the Name 
of Ouaker fixed upon you, from the Extatick, . 
Trembling Agitations, which the firſt of your Set, 
Were, almoſt Conſtantly, obſerved to have 5 
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they either Prayed to Gop, or Spake to the People 
in Publick. And which, by the way, is © much 
over with you now, that although I have been 
frequently in your Aſſemblies, both here and elſe 
where, yet I never ſaw any of you in this Trem- 
bling Condition, except one in your Meeting-houſe 
in Weſtminſter, and that ſeveral Years ago, Who, 
while another was A Praying in Publick, began to 
Tremble, And Foam at the Mouth, was very high 
Coloured, and ſeemed to be in a very great Ago- 
nie, which Increaſed until the Other had Ended 
his Prayer. Then He began to Pray, with a very 
Loud Voice, And I ftill Remember the Subſtance 
of his Prayer, which was to tell G op, that your 
People are the only Regenerated, Sanctiſied and Pure 
People of G 0 p, for which he thanked G op. That 
all the reſt of the World was Lying in Wicked- 
neſe, without the Knowledge of Gop, That you. 
only have the Spirit, &c. to this Effect, but he 
neither Acknowledged nor Confeſſed Sin in himſelf or 
his friends, nor did he beg Pardon for Sin, nor De- 
precated Wrath, but told Gop That he and his 
| friends were Perfect, &c. All this and much more 
of this kind, to this Effect, he ſaid in great Ex- 

_ 1 | s ee 1 . 
1 UT To Return to Mr. Dodwell's Account, 
be told me, That after he was grown up, and be- 
came a Man, he happened to be in Company with 
a Vorkſhire Gentleman, who was very well skilled in 
the Oriental Languages, particularly, in Arabick. 
This Gentleman had a good Eſtate, and Two Seats 
belonging to him, which were pretty near one a- 
nother. The One was the Principal Seat of the 
Family, in which they generally Lived ; The O- 
ther was commonly made the Joynter-houſe of 
the ' Widows of the Family. This Leſſer Houſe 
being Empty, the Gentleman was defirous to Lett it, 
not 10 much for what Rent he could Expect 15 
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it, as for the fake of a ſuitable Companion, Some 
Gentleman of Learning and good Morals. This be- 
ing known in the Neighbourhood, after A while, 
there came to him A Grave Genteel Man. to take 
his Hoaſe of him, and after ſome Converſation, 
the Gentleman perceived that the Stranger was a Good 
Schollar, and Likewiſe known in the Oriental Lan- 
guages, and therefore hoping to find in him ſuch a 
Companion as he wiſhed for, The Gentleman Let his 
Houſe, and ſome few Fields about it, to the Srran- 
ger, and at an eaſie Rent. The Tennant brought 
into the Houle only ſome Neceſſary, Plain Furni- 
ture, and but One or Two Men Servants (no Wo- 
men) And a Pretty Litle Portable Library, Conſiſt- 
ing of Books of Several Faculties, ſo nicely ad- 
juſted ; that they made no Diſcovery of the Je- 
naut's Profeſſion. They Appeared to be the Collec- 
tion of a Curious Gentleman, of a pretty Univer- 
fal Taſte, without Confinement to any Particular 
Study, or Branch of Learning. They Viſited one 
another very frequently, And the Tennant had of- 
ten Asked his Landlord, very Civilly, to Drink A 
Bottle of his Ale which was Brewed at home, 
but the Gentleman being a very Sober Regular Man 
Declined it, not caring to Drink except at Mailes. 
But One day when he was Viſiting his Tennant, 
and found him amongſt his Books, he told him, Sir, 
I have often refuſed to Drink of your Ale, now I 
am, very thirſty, and I beg a Bottle of it. The 
Tennant Anſwered, I with I may come at one fer 
you, for my Servant who keeps the Rey of the 
ellar where it is, Is gone out, But I ſhall Go and 
if he has left the Key, The Tennant Lek his 
Land-Lord in his Study fitting by A Table where- 
on Lay ſeveral Books, and among the reſt, but next 
to him, One thick Cuarto. And when the Tennant 
was below ſtairs, - the Gentleman Opened the Cover 
of this Book, where he found A Letter written in 
1 ö Arabick 


"Arabick from the College De Propaganda Fide, at Rome 
Directed in Engliſh to the Tennant, by the Name 


He then took, but who was Truely a Popiſh Prieſt, 
A Jeſuite, Returning him the Solemn Thanks of the 
Pope and Cellege for the Great Service he had done the 
Church in Founding Quakeriſm, The Gentleman had 
Read it all over before the Jeſuite Returned from 


the Cellar, with his bottle in his hand, And the 


Minute he entered the ſtudy, he Caſt his Eye up- 


on that Book, and Perceiving the Poſition of it 


to be Different from what he Left it, and ſeeing 
the Gentleman's Countenance very much Altered, 
he was no longer in doubt that his Land-Lord had 


read the Letter, And preſently turning Pale with 


the ſurpriſe, he Cryed out, Alas, Sir, Jou have 
Diſcovered me, Yes, ſaid the Gentleman, I have, and 
you are certainly One of the greateſt Rogues up- 
on Earth, I am at a Loſs how to behave toward 


you, for you richly deferve to be hanged, but the 
Laws of Hoſpitality ferbid me, as I am a Gentleman, 


and in your houſe, To Inform againſt you, or to 
Deliver you up to Juſtice, Although Lateſt Poſterity 


mult feel the ſag Efeds of your Villany. But at 


laſt after the Jeſuite had begged very heartily to 


be Releaſed, and that the Gentleman had Laid before 


him the Wickedzeſs of what he had done, with 


the Conſequences of it, He came to this Reſolution. | 


He made the Jeſuite Kneel and Swear by all that 
is Good and Sacred, That he would Leave England 
in A Month, and that he would never more Ke- 
turn to it. And the Gentleman told him, That if 
he either did not go beyond Sea within that time, 
or if ever he Keturned again to England, and that 
he knew of it, and could Lay hold of him, 1 ſhall, 
aid he, do my beſt to get you hanged, as you 


deſerve. The Jeſuite thanked the Gentleman for let- 
ting him go upon theſe Terms, and ſware hearti- 


THIS 


ly to Ov/erve them Religiouſſy. 
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Ned of it by the Hearing of the Ear, or have 
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THIS, My Friends, was your Originall, which 
Mr. Dodwell told me, ih a publick Company, he 
had from the Gentlemans own Mouth, who was 
concerned in it. And I can take my Oath upon the 


 Goſpells, That I have faithfully Delivered the Sub- 


ſtance of the Story, as Mr. Dodmell told it, with- 
out any Material or Deſizned Variation, And I think 
Mr. Dodwell ſaid, The Gentleman ſhewed him the 
Original Arabick Letter it felt, but I cannot be poſi- 
tive as to this Circumitance, Yet I very well Re- 
member he ſaid, that the Gentleman kept it, and 
had it then in his Poſſeſſion, when he gave him this 
Account. 

A ND Here I muſt Obſerve, That as the Jeſu- 
ites were the firſt who ſowed the ſeeds of Ouakeriſm 
amongſt the Reformed in this Iſland , So Divine Pro- 


vidence permitted A ſort of Popiſh Quakers to 8 ng 


up in the Bowels of the Church of Rome. Theſe 
| mean are they who are commonly called Cuie- 
tits, Who with the ſame Pretence of the Spikirt, 
Deſpiſed or Neglected: Almoſt all Ourward Inſtitutions. | 

THIS Leads me to the Second Thing which 
| propoſe to do in this Addreſs, which is To. Kea- 
ſom with you, even upon your Own Principles, and 


from Nature. - 


THAT This may be done Fairly and Con- 
vincingly, I do with you freely Acknowledge and 
Firmly Bekeve That the Sp1k1T is moſt certain- 
ly the KexNerx ; and ſay farther, That All Outward 
liſtitutions and Ordinances are but only the Shell of 
that Kernel; And Likewiſe, That This Shell is of no 
Sgnificancy, but in ſo far, and as it Leads to the 
Kernell, and as It Contains the Kernell in it. 5 
| Alſo Acknowledge and Lament, That too ma- 
ny of all Sedte, Denominations, and Communions Of 
beople Profeſſing Chriſtianity at this day, are fo far, 
Degenerated, as to be Abſort, in the Outward Shell. 
me know nothing of the Keryel at all. Some have 
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Read of it in Books, but think no farther of it, be- 
lieving they may be very Good Chriſtians, without 
troubling their heads about It. Some pretend to 
Like it, and Imagine they have a good ſhare of 
It, and yet are nevertheleſs perfectly Ignorant of It. 
Some think they are very ſure of having it, by a 
ſtrict Performance of the Outward, in the way of O- 
pus Operatum, of the Work done; Of this Sort are 
not only the Groſs of the Romaniſts, but too many 
Proteſtants of All Denominations. Some again Be- 
lieve themſelves ſo In Love with it, that they Ne- 
glect Reject and Diſpiſe, All the Ordinary Regular, 
Preſcribed and Inſtituted Ways of coming at it, and 
Attaining to it, and Imagine themſelves Poſſeſſed of it, 
without ſufficient Vouchers or Credentials, which 1s 
Apt to Run them into Spiritual-Pride, A Phariſaical 
Aamiration of Themſelves, and a Contempt of Others, 
which is Inconſiſtent with the Goſpel Charity and 
Humiltiy. Like thoſe ſpoken of by Iſa. LXV. 5. Which 
ſay, Stand by thy ſelß, come not near to me, for I am 
Helier than Thou: Theſe (faith Gop Himſelf) are A 
"Smoke in My Noſe (or Anger) A Fire that burneth all 
the day. And ſome there are who are ſo bold as 
to Ridicule the Spirit as Enthuſiaſm, when that word 
is taken in its worff Senſe, as Madneſs, and what 
not, Like the Mockers mentioned Acts II. 13. Who 
Called the Apoſtles, when they were Juſt then filled 
.tith the HoI I- GHOST, Men full of New Win, 
And by theſe, I do not only mean the Infidels of 
the Age in which we Live, for this may be, with: 
out breach of Charity, expected from them; but 
'T mean alſo ſome who Profeſs themſelves to be 
Chriſtians, and who, for ought I know to the 
- Contrary, believe themſelves ſo to be. Although 
it be Evident, That without the SpIRI T, we cat 
be no more than Nominal Chriſtians, from What 
AnrisT Himſelf ſaid. St. John III. 5. Excift 
nA Dan be born of Water and of the SPIRIT, le 
n 3 
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cannot enter into the Kingdom of Gon. And IV. 2 3. 
But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true Mor- 


ſhipers ſhall Worſhip he | Ao in SPIRIT and in 


Truth. 24. GOD 15s 4 SpIRIT, and they that Worſhip 


Him, muſs Woo Him in SPIRIT and in Truth. 


And from Rom. VIII. 9, 10, 11. And from a Great 
Number of other Texts in the New Te ſtament which 
it were Eaſy to ſhew. And CHRIST Promiſed 
to ſend the HOLY Gurosr the PARAcLET, not 
only for Two, or Three Hundred Years, but, ſaid 
i, That He may abide with you for ever. St. Joh 
XIV. 16. And St. Luke XI. 9. Aud I ſay unto you, 
Ask, and it ſhall be given you : Seek, and ye ſhall find: 

Nuss, and it ſhall be Opened unto you. 13. If ye 
then, being evil, know how to give good Gifts unto your 
Children. Hownnch more ſhall your Heavenly FATHER 
Give the HOLY SPIRIT to them that Ask Him. There- 


fore the Sy1K1T is the Life and Kernel of true Chriſti- 
5 auity, whatever theſe Moc ers, or others do think, or 


Can Say, to the Contrary. 

THEREFORE. Now, My Friends, I Pray you 
to Learn a Leſſon from N ure, Which may be af 
very great Uſe to you. They Seed of every Tree 
and Plant Conſiſts of An Outward Shell and An In- 
ward Kernell, there is no coming at the Kernel] but 
through the Shell, which is the Guardian of the 


Kernell, which cannot Grow, Vegitate, take Root, or 


be Prolifick, or bear fruit, without its own Proper 
Shell. For Inſtance, Fake the Kernel of An Acorn, 
which is A Compleat Organized Oat-Tree in Mi- 
niature, and having Deveſted It of Its own Proper 
Shell, put it into the Shell of A Creſzut, or into any 
other Shell you pleaſe, or Plaut it without any Shell 
at all, and you ſhall find, by Experience, that it ſhall 
never Grow or Vegitate, but ſhall Mither, ee 
and Die, paſt Recovery. 

JU If So, Outward Inſtituted Ordinances are Pr 


Proper henne of che Inward Kernel, Which is the Spi- 
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RT; They are alſo the Shell of Gop's own Appoinr- 
ment, by which we are Led to, and Receive the 
Se1irtT. They are the Only, Ordinary, Means and 
Medium, By and Through which Gop 1s moft 
_ Gracioully Pleaſed to Convey the Hor y SPIRIT to 
S. They are the Guardian alſo of the inward SpIRIr. 


By Them we are Admitted Into the Covenant. By 


Them is Conveyed into our Souls, the Spiritual Bopy 
and BLoop of CurisT ; which is the only Pro- 
per Food for the Heavenly Ens, The Only Proper 
Means to promote the Increaſe of the Re- Implanted 
Divine IMAGE of Gop in our Souls, That It may 


Grow and Vegitate, accordiug to the Rules and Laws 
of Spiritual Vegitation, until it fill up the whole 


Extent of our Souls, Until we all come in (or, into) 
the Unity of the Faith, and of the knowledge of the 
S ON cf GOD, ante A Perfect Man, unto the meaſure 
of the Stature of the ſulneſs of CHRIS T. Eph. IV. 
15, And be Partakers of the Divine Nature. 2 St. 


Peter I. 4. And therefore the Neglect of Theſe, where | 


they may be had, and far more the Oppoſing, or 
Diſpiſing of them, is a ſare way to make the Hea- 

deny Ent in our Souls, ſo to Speak,jto Dry, Wither, 
become Unfruirful, or at Leaſt to be Lockr up and 
Hd, as it were in A Napkin, and at Laſt to Re- 
tire; The Certain Conſequence of which is, To Ex- 
ringuiſu the Divine Light and Love in our Souls, which 
muſt in this Deploreable CaſegberSucceeded by the 


Darkneſs which Leadeth to Auction. 
IWERY Wal ige Tit 1, the Wind blow- 


eth where it Liſteth, &c. St. John III. 8. So Gop, 
Who keeps the Reins of Goverment in Bis Own 


Hands, Can, and May, when He Pleaſes, Beftow His 
Hoy SpikiT on Whom, and by what Means, He 


thinks fit. But they certainly have the worſt Title 
of any, to ſuch an Extraordinary Vouc hſafement, 
out of the Common Road of Gop's Own Inſtitu- 
tion, Who Neglect, Diſuſe or Difpiſe the Ordina- 
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ry Means of His Appointment; For although He 
is Unconfined ; and that His Power and His Love 


and Mercy are not Limited, yet we are Bound Down . 


to a ſtrick Obſervation of His Laws and Commandments, 
We have no Diſpenſing Power although - He has. 
Curisr faith, St. John XIV. 15. If ye Love Me, 
keep My Commandments. And it 18 with this Expreſs 
Proviſiou, That he Promiſes in the next Feyſe, to 


Pray the Faruek for Another PakacLETE, even 


the Hory GHOST. Therefore, if we do not keep 
CHRIisrT's Commandments, and His Inſtitutions are 


ſuch, we have no Right to this Promiſe, nor a Title 
to the SpIRIT. Beſides, The Neglect of the Ordi- 
nary Means of Gop's Appointment, ſavours too Rank 


of Spiritual Pride, which is one of the moſt Perni- 


cious Deſtructive, Darkning, Diſeaſes of the Soul; 
Pride was the Sin of Lucifer and Adam, which made 
them both Fall, And putting the Caſe at the very 
Loweſt, It is, at leaſt, much ſafer to Obſerve and 
Follow the Outward Means of Gop's Own Ap- 
pointment, Towards Attaining the SpIiRIT, than 
Laying them Aſide, to Tread in Uncertain Paths, 


Out of Harmony, without a Rule, Command, Evi- 


dence or Voucher, following the Blind Guid of Vain 
Fancy, or Polluted Imagination. | 


BOT Farther, I pray you Seriouſly to Con- 
ſider, the Chariſmata, The Gifts and Viſible Opera- 


tions of the Hory Grosr, at the Beginning of 
Chriſtianity, and which were Continued Downward, 
Publickly, and Apparently for about Three Hun- 
dred Years, and you ſhall find, by the beſt Accounts 


Extant of thoſe Times, That there was A Quite 


Different GoveRMENT, DISCIPIIN E and Wo R- 
sur then In Uſe, from what you now do Acknow- 
ledge, or Practiſe. 55 
THERE Was Firſt, as to GoverMENT, 
the Holy Apoſtles, upon whom the HoLy Gnosr 
, Delcended Viſibiy, and Apparently, at Pentecoſt, ac- 
ls | cording 
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cording to CurisrT's Promiſe to them, before He 
Left them, Acts II. And They Conſecrated Succeſ- 
ſors, according to the Tenure of their Commiſſion, 
Who Cntinued the Succeſſion of their Epiſcopate, of 
their Governing Power, &c. downwards, through. 
out the Æra of the Chariſmata, being undoubt. 
edly thereunto Moved by the Hory GHOST, Who 
Led them into all Truth, and They were never Re— 
F proved for this by Him; although He is the Chief 
. MINIST ER, or ADMINISTRATOR of the Sox's 
| Kingdom; during His Bodily.. Abſence from Earth, 
and Reſidence in Heaven. And by the way, Pray 
take notice that the Province of Even the Hor v 
Grosr, in the Chriſtian Church, Over which he Pre- 
ſides, neither was, nor is, To Deliver any New D&- 
#rines, or to Alter any thing which CHRIST Taught, 
Inſtituted, or Eſtabliſhed, but as CHRIS T himſelf 
Has told us, St. John XIV. 26. To bring all Things 
to your Remembrance, whatſoever I have ſaid unto you, 
This is what He was to Teach, and the Truth, in- 
to which he was, and did, Lead the Apoſtles, and 
the Church in them. And even our Bleſſed LORD 
Himſelf, Taught and Inſtituted nothing but what the 
FaTHER Taught Him. St. John VIII. 28. And He 
daith. XV. 15. all things that I have heard of 
My FaATHER I have made known unto you, From 
hence judge whether it be in the Power of An- 
gels or Men, to. Innovate upon, or to Alter any 
Doctrine, or Inſtitution Left us by CHRIST, when 
Hunſelf did not Deliver any thing but what the 
FATHER Tavght Him, Nor the Hol Y GHosr 
Alter any thing by Him Delivered. ; 
_ THIS Form of Government then Cannot pol- 
ſibly be Unlawful now, although it often his 
been, is, and may be Abuſed. But One Man's / 
Drinking Drunk with Wine, does not make it Un- 
Lawful for another Man to Drink it in due Mo- 
deration. No Society can ſubſiſt as ſuch, 1 
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ſome to Govern, as well as ſome to be Governed, 
without ſome form or other of Government. The 
Queſtion then is this, whether we ought to Prefer 
that Goverment, which was founded by JEsus 
CHRIS T, in His Apoſtles, and which was Continu- 

ed, and Tranſmitted by them, downwards, and was 
the Goverment of the Chriſtian Church throughout 
the eAra of the Chariſmata, and which was Con- 
ſequently Approved and Ratifyed by the Horry 
GHos r, or Any other Form of Goverment, of our 
own Invention or Choice. 7 AT 

THEN During that eAra, the Biſhops or Pre- 
ſidents, I care not by what Name you call them, 
by and in Vertue of the High Commiſſion Given by 
'TJzssUs CuxisT to the firſt Apoſtles, and which 
was by Them Conveyed Downward, of the be 


*iſed A Strict Authoritative Diſcipline, of De- 
taile of which, we have full and Particular Remain- 
ing Accounts from the Writers of that Ara, beſides 

what is Contained in the New Teſtament it ſelf, par- 
ticularly in St. Paul's Epiſtles. And this Primitive 
Diſcipline, which had Likewiſe the Sanction of the 
Hory Gnosr, is nevertheleſs very Different from 
what you Acknowledge, or put in Practice at this 
day amongſt your ſelves. Although no Illuminated 

Perſon made any Remonſtrance againſt it, during that 
era, which ſhews it was according to the Mind 

of the Spizxir of Gop. And Conſequently of 
Jz8Us CuRrIs r, and of the Farurr Therefore || 
this Primitive Diſcipline Cannot poſſibly be Sinful || 
now, And therefore alſo ſhould have the Preference. 

THEN The WoRS HI of that whole «Ara, 
P as it was Uniform in it ſelf, throughout the whole 

Chriſtian Church, ſo It was exceedingly Different, in 
All the Principal Parts of It, from that of your | 
People now, This you may plainly fee, by the Chriſti. 
an Apologies of that Ara, which were made to 
the Heathen Emperors of thoſe Times, to be per- 
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fectl7 True. Why then did you ſet up, or do you 
Continue to Differ ſo greatly from thoſe Illuminated 
Saints, who were moſt certainly Endued with the 
Se1riT from on High, who were Empowered by the 
'Hory Guos r, to Work ſuch real Miracles, as 
Could bear the Teſt of the niceſt Scrutiny, and were 
entirely out of the Road and Power of Nature. The 


Hol Guos r Catnot poſſibly Difer from Him- 


ſelf, nor from JESUS CHRIST. Therefore This 


Primitive Worſhip, Ratified by the Ho I Y GHOST, 


and Practiſed by the Illuminated Chriſtians of that 
Ara, cannot poſſibly be ſinful now. It muſt then 
be very Bold in yon, or in any other Sett of Men 
whatſoever, To Imovate upon, to Neglect, or to 


Diſpiſe this Primitive Worſhip, in Any Material part 


of It. | : 
YO U See My Friends, I have kept Cloſe to 


the Æra of the Chariſmata, The IMuminated Ages, 


as the Standard of Faith and Practice, according 
to Scripture, and as the Patern which ought to be 


| followed by All ſucceeding Ages, until the Glorious 


Time Come, which is Foretold by the Prophet 
Yaiah. XXXII. 15. That the SpIRIT be Poured up- 
on us from on high. And Joel II. 28, to the End, 
which laſt though It undoubtedly had its firſt Com- 
pletion in the Deſcent of the Hory GHOST upon 
the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians, according to Acts 
II. 26, Cc. Yet was it but only an Earneſt, as 
St. Paul calls it. 2 Cor. I. 22. of what which is yet 
to be Vouchſafed in due time. | | 

AND Now I pray you to Conſider further. 
That Gop never yet did IntroduceA New OEconomy, 
or, Diſpenſation, upon a former, without Demonſtrable 
Evidence, even to the Outward Senſes of Mankind, 
That the Change was of His Own Appointment. 
The Solemnity of Giving the Old Law in Horeb, 
And the Miracles wrought by Our Bleſſed Saviour, 
His Apoſtles, And the Primitive Chriſtians of the I- 
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luminated Apes, are a Full and Sufficient Proof of 
this. How ſhall we then Believe your Extraordinary 

ſion, your New OEconomy, which is ſo Different 
from that which was Eſtabliſhed at the Beginning, 

ithout ſuch Proof and Vouchers. No, we Cannot, 
we dare not. For St. Paul Pronounces A Solemn 
Anathema upon Even An Angel of Heaven, if he 
Attempt to Innovate upon the Inſtitutions of the Bleſ- 
ſed JIESUs, if he pretend to Jeach any other Go- 
ſpel than what St. Paul Taught or Preached, or than 
what the Galations, And others, had Received. Gal. 
I. 8, 9. What ever you can Clearly ſhew is not 
Taught in Holy Writ, and was not the Agreeing V. 
niform Belief and Practice of the Illuminated Apes, I 
ſhall Joyn with you in Condemning. This I hope 
you will think is fair. | 

IN The Next place, I pray you to Conſider 
your Diſuſe, at Leaſt, of Water Baptiſm, An Inſti- 
tution of JESUS CHRIST, St. Mat. XXVIII. 19, 
20. St. Mark XVI. 15, 16. Who Himſelf was Bap- 
tixed in Jordan, by His Fore-Runner St. John Baptiſt. 
Conſider That even the Baptiſm of Fire, The Bap- 
tiſm of the HoLyYy Grosr, does not Allow a Di- 
ſpenſing with the Outward Water Baptiſm of Repen- 
tance, which St. Paul calls the Laver of Regeneration, 
Titus III. 15. Although it be Apparently Admini- 
ſired by the Great Baptiſt Himſelf. This is Plain 
and Obvious from the Caſe of Cornelius and his Com- 
pany, Acts X. Where St. Peter ſaith, ver. 47. Can 
any Man forbid Water, that theſe ſhoulda not be Baptiz- 
ed, which have Received the Holy GHOST as well 
as we. 48. And he Commanded them to be Baptized 
in the Name of the Loxp. By this; St. Peter was 
lo far, from believing that the Baptiſm of the Ho- 
LY GHosT made Water Baptiſm Unneceſſary, that 
upon the Contrary, It gives thoſe who are there- 
by Illuminated a Good Title to Water Baptiſm. And 
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this is Confirmed by what happened to St. Paul, 
preſently after his Miraculous Converſion, which ſhews 
the General Neceſſity of Water Baptiſm ; For Ananias, 
who. was An Extraordinary Minſter, And there- 
fore, Pray Mind it, Proved his Extraordinary Miſſion, 
by Miraculoufly Reſtoring Loſt Sight to the New 
Convert, Conveyed the HOLY GHrosrT to St. Paul, 
by the Impoſition of his Hands, and St. Paul's Com- 
miſſion for being An Apoſtle, the Baptiſm of the 
Spik1T, which he had juſt Received, notwithſtand- 
ing, he was Commanded, and Immediately Arole 
and was Baptized. So that Although he had his 
Commiſſion Direttly from Heaven, and, If Gop had 
ſo thought fit, might have had the Hory GHOST 
given him along with his (Commiſſion, or in the 
ſame way, Yet Gop, Who\knew beſt, thought 
fit that the SeikiT ſhould b& given him by the 
Miniſtration of A Man, by the Impoſition of Hands, 
though by An Extraordinany Officer, And after all this, 
St. Paul mult” be Baptized with Outward Water Bap- 
tiſm, To fulfil All Righteouſneſs, as Jesus CHRIST 
Himſelf ſaid, It beeometh us to do, when even He, 
Who had the Svirrr- without Meaſure, and had 
no Sin, was Baptized with Water. I need not prove, 
T Hope, to you, That the Deſcent of the Horry 

HOST upon Cornelius and thoſe that were with 
him, and upon-St. Paul, was the Promiſed Baptiſm of 
Fire, or, the Baptiſm of the Ho LY Grosr, for 
it is plain from St. Aat. III. ii. St. John XIV. 26. 
and XVI. 17, &c. Compared with Acts I 4, 5, 
and II. i, to F. and X. 47. and XI. 16. 

NOW, If I have truely Repreſented to you the 
Caſe of Water Baptiſm, and the General Neceſſity of 
it, as F think I have, and alſo have Proved it, from 
Holy Mrit; And ſince the Illuminated Chriſtians of 
the Ara of the Chariſmata did Continue the Uſe 
of it throughout All that Æra, Pray by what Au- 
T thority, 
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hority, do you Lay it totally Aſide? And how do 
you Youch your Neglect? To truſt in the Opus Ope- 
ratum of it, | Condemn as well as you. I know St. 
Paul fays, 2 Cor. III. 6. That the Lerrer killech, hut 
the Sp1Rk1T giveth Life. And I believe this, But 
if Thoulands truſt in the meer Letter, and in the 
Opus Operatum, as | doubt not too many do, Mult 
their Miſtake concerning it Deprive us of A Divine, 
very Significant, Poſitive Inſtitution ? Muſt the Laws 
of Gop be Abrogated becauſe of the Miſtakes, or 
Miſs - Aprehenſions of Some Men? If fo, & forti- 
ore, Much more doth the Hereſie of the Socinian Qua- 
kers, Invalidate, Diſpreve, Confute, and Gndemm All 

the beſt Principles and Practice of other Cauakers who 
are Orthodox in their Belief concerning The 
Trinity in Unity, The Keſurrection, &c. This is | 
wild Reaſoning, if it may be called Reaſoning at | 
all. . = 
CONSIDER Alſo, I beſeech you, your Diſuſs 
at Leaſt, of the Lord's Supper ; Another Solemn 
Divine Inſtiiution. Confider that when Cu ris Tr In- 

\ ſtituted this, and had Adminiſtred this, to His A- 
poſtles, He Commanded the Celebration of It to be 
Continued untill His Second Advent in Glory. This 
Appears from i Cor. XI. 26. when Compared with + 

St. Luke XXIV. 30, 35. Which was A Ratification 

of this Inſtitution after His Reſurrection, And with 
Atts II. 42, 46. Which ſhews that the Holy Apo- 
ſtles, were ſo far frgm believing that this was to 
be Continued no longer than till CurisT's Refur- 
rection, as I have been told by ſeveral of your Peo- 
ple, That, they Underſtood The Command to be 
Perpetual, and the Inſtitution to be Continued down- 
wards to CHRIS T's Second Coming. And this is 
plain from St. Paul's Account of the Inſtitution, when, 

he faith, ye do ſhew the Lory's Death till He Come. 
And this Breaking of Bread mentioned in the Above 
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Cited Ad, II. was after the Solemn Deſcent of the 
Hory GRHoOs T, as was alſo the Baptiſm mention- 
ed v. 41. And St. Paul's Account of this Inſtitution 
was ritten Long after that; for indeed he was not 
then Converted, nor had he the Account of this 
Inſtitution from Other Apeſtles, but He was Taught 
It, and the whole Goſpel! of Salvation, Immediate- 
ly from Heaven as he himſelf Teſtifys. Gal. I. 11, 
T2, But I Certifie you Brethren, That the Goſpel which 
was Preached of me, is not after Man. I 2. For 1 
neither Received it of Man, neither was I taught it, but 
by the Revelation of Jesus CRIST. Compare 
this with i Cor. XI. 23. And then you cannot doubt 
of this, How Come you then, My Friends, to 
| Diſuſe, Neglect, or Diſpiſe this Divine Irftituticn ? 
Ihe Apoſtles were Nluminated and yet they Conti- 
nued to Celebrate this Myſtery, St. Paul was Inſtrutt- 
ed in lt after his Converſion, by our Bleſſed Lo xv 
Himſelf from Heaven, All the Chriſtians of the Ilu- 
mated Ages, Continued the Celebration of It, as 
the Principal Part of the Chriſtian Worſhip, Why 
then do not ye alſo the ſame? Are you more Pure 
and Holy, are you more Perfect than they? Have 
Von leſs need of the Divine Grace, which is Con- 
veyed to the Soul by, and In, this Inſtitution, when 
Duely Adminiſtred, and Received in Faith, than they? 
Or have you A more and Greater Diſpenſing Power 
than the Apoſtles Had, or Claimed. Theſe things 
being duly Weighed and Conſidered by you, 1 hope 
Will moye you to Alter your way, in this Matter, 
And withopt being Aſpamed, as ſome are, to grow 
Better. V 
_SINCE Then both Water Baptiſm, and the 
| Holy Euchariſt were Inſtituted by JzsUs CHRIS 7, 
Were Continued, by .the Holy Apoſtles, and their 
'Genyine Succefſors Pownwards Throughout all the 
Hes of Mumination, They cannot poſſibly be Sin- 
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ful or Uſeleſs Now : Nay they are certainly as Ge- 


nerally Neceſſary now as then. And if there be any 


Difference between thoſe Days and theſe, as to 
the Uſe of them, We have rather more Occaſion 
- for them now, and ſtand more in need of them 
now, than they did then. And therefore to Ne- 
glect them now, as you do, mult be very ſraful. 
\ YOU, Who are not Socinian, have had the Good- 
neſs and Courage to Break off from the Heretical Prin- 
ciples of your Firſt Founders, in ſo far, and have 
Thrown off ſeveral of their Errours, In this you 
have certainly done very well; But why do you 
Stop here? Why do you not Reform thoroughly? 
You are indeed Witneſſes of Gop, for the Spirit, 
againſt the Mere Opus Operatum, Why then will you 
run the Riſque of Looſing the Reward of this, by 
Looking for, and Expetting the Spirit otherwiſe 
than in the Way of Gop's Appointment, G 0D ts 
a Sp1R1T, and they are moſt Likely to Worſhip Him 
in Spirit and in Truth, to be Acceptable to Him, 
who Worſhip Him according to His own Appoint- 
ment. Go 's Ways are Better than Our Ways, Obe- 
dience is Better than Sacrifice. All Worſhip of meer 
Human Invention, is Will-Worſhip, is Unſtatuteable, is 
Founded in Pride and Darkneſs, is Rebellion, and of. 
no Spiritual Vſe or Significancy to the Soul, It Dark 
ens and Deſtroys It. Whereas if we Worſhip Gop 
in His Own Way, If we Obey His Voice, His Command- 
ments, He has Promiſed to Accept of us, If we 
Ak, aright, we hall Receive; If weſeek aright, . 
we ſhall Find, It we Knock aright, it ſhall be O- 
pened unto Us. | . 50 
TH U'S, My Friends, you may ſee, That I 
Condemm the Reſting upon and Truſting to the Meer 
Outward Shell, and Opus Operatum, as much as you 
do, or can do. And I Acknowledge Along with 
you, the Intrinſick Vertue and Neceſſiry of "—_ 
3 1 


the Syinrr which is the Kernel, if we mean to 
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be Saved, But ftill I Affirm, That the Only 7 7205 
Safe, Sure and Certain way of Attaining to the Spi- 
RiT, Ordinarily, is, By a Strict Religious Obſerva- 
tion of Gop's Divine Inſtitutions, in Faith, Theſe 
are the Shel of Gop's Own Appointment, to Neglect 
or Diſpiſe which, is to Neglect and Dipl GoD, 
If we Lay Theſe Aſide, It is Forſaking G Ob, the 
Fountain of Living Waters, and Hewing out \Ciſterns, 
broken Ciſterns that can hold no Water, for 1o ſays 
Gop Himſelf, Jer. II. 13. And Gop may then 
well ſay unto us, When we Come to Appear before 


Him, Who hath Required this at your hands, &c. Iſa. 


I. 23, Fc. And CurisT has ſaid. If ye Love me 
keep My Commandments. = John XV.” 15. Now Bis 
Inſtitutions are Commanaments, and therefore moſt 


Keligiouſly and Neceſſarily to be Kept, to be Obſerv- 
ed and Obeyed. 


I AM ſorry That the Prefent Prevalency of 
Iifidelity, the Increaſe of the Grand Apeſtacy, and 


the Crying Down of the Spikrr, and of All Inte- 
rior Religion, as Enthuſiaſm, as Hypocondriaſm as Mad- 


neſs, &c. has Afforded, A Handle to many well 
Dilpoſed Souls to Derry the Outward, though of 
Gop's Appointment, Entirely. But Extreams are 
Dangerous. The Divine Harmonious Medium is the 
beft, which is Faithfully to Endeavour after Divine 


. llummation by, and In, the Means of Gop's Own 


Appointment. To Value and keep the Shell in its 
proper Place and Station, that thereby we may At- 
tain unto the Poſſeſſion of the Kernel, and to keep 


Poſſeſſion of It when Attained. 
AND Now If I ſhould tell you that I have 
written this Addreſs to you, My Friends, by the 
Command of the, Sp1rxir ; Upon your Principles, 
how muſt I be T; ried, whether 1 tell you Truth or 
not? How can you Diſprove me, If yon do not 
BETTY: ee e 
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Like what 1 ſay, Therefore there muft be a Rale, 
whereby to Try every ſuch Pretence, and the Rule is, 
To the Law and to the Teſtimony : If they ſpeak nat 
according to this word, it is becauſe there is no Light 
in them. Iſa. VIII. 20. By this Kale I deſire you to 
Try, What I have now faid to you, and your Own 
Principles and Practice allo, And if this you will do 
Impartially, I doubt not, but by Gov's Bleſſing, 
we ſhall ſoon come to Agree in the Main. 

I EXPECT to hear that ſome Moc bers, and 
perhaps ſome Others alſo, will ſay That I have 


vyeilded too much to you, and if they prove that 


I have, from the Law and the Teſtimony, I ſhall ſay 
ſo too, but till that be done, I muſt think as I do. 
For I am. fully Satisfied that the Letter is Dead 
without the SpI KIT, Yet I Am neither for KReject- 
ing the One nor the Other, but for Retaining both, 
each in Its Proper Station and Situation, according 
to Gop's Appointment, And I deſire All thoſe who _ 
believe nothing of Inſpiration or Illumination, who 


Decry or Make a Jeſt of the Spi RI, and yet pre- 


tend to be Chriſtian, and to believe the Holy Scrip- 
tures, to read theſe Texts following, 1 Cor. XII. 
throughout, and XIV. 22, to 26. Ads II. 38, 39. 


Compared with St. John XIV. 26. and XVI. 7, to, 


16. 2 St. Peter I. 16, to the End. 1 St. John II: 
20, 27. and IV. 1, 2, 3. Aud then Lee 


ſpeak up. 


THUS, My Friends, I have Diſcharged a Du- 
ty towards you which, from the Affection I bear 
you, I thought Incrimbent upon me. And I Pray 
Gop to Bleſs it unto you, Io Direct you to the 
Right Way, To Bring you into it, and then to 
keep you in it by His Hory SPIRIT, which will 
give me a great deal of Pleaſure. I with the Hap- 
pineſs and Salvation of All Mankind for whom 


_ Curtsr Died, and I have a particular Attach- 


ment 
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ment to ſome of your People of my Acquaintance: 
And if what I have now written prove ſerviceable 
and Satisfactory to any One of you, I ſhall think 
my Pains well beſtowed, and ſhall Return my Un- 
feigned Thanks to the Omniporent and Merciful Gop 
of Love for it. To Whom Farurs, Son, and 
Hor Gnosr, Tri-Uze, and Uni-Trine G 0D, be 
Alon and GFrour, Praiſe and Thankſgiving now 
Fog oe © Os. I I TER 
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14, 1727. Your Affectionate Friend 


| to Serve you. 
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